working classes than an intense desire to abolish them and replace
them by sensible people, Joe's cordial manner encouraged and
set me at ease. He invited me to sit down; and before rny trousers
had pressed the chair he was deep in a flood of reminiscences.
"I served my apprenticeship to the revolution/* he said, "in
the struggle against the Reform Bill of 1832."
"dgainstitl" I cried.
"Aye, against it," he said. '"Old as I am, rny blood still boils
when I think of the way in which a capitalist tailor named Place—
one of the half-hearted Radical vermin—worked that infamous
conspiracy to enfranchise the middle classes and deny the vote
to the working men. I spoke against it ori every platform in
England. The Duke of Wellington himself said to me that he
disapproved of revolutionists in general, but that he wished
there were a few more in the country of my kidney. Then came
Chartism with its five points to fool the people and keep them
from going to the real root of the matter by abolishing kings,
priests, and private property. I shewed up its leaders, and had
the satisfaction of seeing them all go to prison and come out
without a single follower left to them. Then there was Bright
and Cobden trailing the red herring of Free Trade across the
trail of the emancipation of the working classes. I exposed them
and their silly lies about cheap bread; and if Fd been listened to,
no Englishman need ever have wanted bread again. Next came
those black blots on our statute book, the Factory Acts, which
recognized and regulated and legalized the accursed exploitation
of the wives and children of the poor in the factory hells. Why,
when I took the field against them, the very employers themselves
said I was right and bid me God-speed in that campaign. Then
came a worse swindle than the Reform Bill of 1832—the '67
Bill, that gave just a handful of votes to a few workmen to bolster
up the lie that Parliament represents the people instead of the
vampires that live by plundering them. Didnt I get this scar over
my eye from a stone that hit me while I was speaking against that
Bill? But it became law for all that; and it emboldened the capital-
ists so much that they brought in the Education Act to drive all
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